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(54) A method of printing a substrate and a printing device adapted to performing this method 



(57) A method of printing a substrate with a matrix 
printer provided with at least two image-forming ele- 
ments, comprising moving said elements with respect to 
the substrate and activating said elements image-wise 
in order to provide pixels with image-forming material. In 
the event of breakdown of an image-forming element so 



that at least one pixel cannot be provided with image- 
forming material, the information of that pixel is trans- 
ferred to an addressable position in the vicinity of the 
associated pixel. 
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Description 

[0001] The invention relates to a method of printing 
an image, built up from pixels, on a substrate, compris- 
ing moving a print head having at least two image-form- 
ing elements with respect to the substrate and 
activating said elements image-wise, in order to provide 
the pixels with image-forming material, at least one ele- 
ment having broken down so that at least one pixel is 
not provided with the image-forming material. The 
invention also relates to a printing device adapted to 
performing this method. 

A method of this kind is known from the Laid-Open Jap- 
anese Patent Application 601 04335. In this method, use 
is made of an ink jet printer provided with a print head 
having a number of main image-forming elements, each 
element comprising the outflow opening of an ink duct, 
and reserve image-forming elements. A substrate is 
printed by providing pixels of a required image with ink 
drops generated by the main image-forming elements. If 
during printing an "abnormality detector" shows that 
there has been a breakdown of a main image-forming 
element, a reserve element is put into use instead of the 
broken-down main element in order that the associated 
pixels may nevertheless be provided with an ink drop. 
This prevents the need to interrupt the printing process 
in order to repair the broken-down element. A significant 
disadvantage of this method is that the print strategy 
has to be adapted in order that the associated pixels 
which could not be printed may nevertheless be pro- 
vided with an ink drop via a reserve element, and this is 
at the expense of the productivity of the printing device. 
Another disadvantage is that the printing device must be 
provided with a number of reserve image-forming ele- 
ments in addition to the main image-forming elements. 
A method of this kind is also known from US 4 963 882. 
This method, which makes use of an ink jet printer, pro- 
poses reducing the visible effect of the breakdown of an 
image-forming element. To this end, ink drops originat- 
ing from different image-forming elements are printed 
on one pixel or one pixel row. In the former case, in 
which ink drops originating from different elements are 
printed on one pixel, a pixel is provided with two ink 
drops as a standard, this procedure being known as 
DOD "dot-on-dot" or DDA "double -dot- always*. In the 
event of breakdown of one of the associated elements, 
the pixel is nevertheless always provided with one of 
two ink drops. In this way the visible effect of the failure 
of the associated image-forming element is practically 
nil. 

[0002] This method has the significant disadvan- 
tages that the productivity of the printing device is only 
half the maximum productivity, since each pixel must be 
provided with two ink drops, and also more ink is con- 
sumed per unit area of a substrate. 
In the second case, in which ink drops originating from 
different elements are printed on one pixel row, each 
pixel is provided with only one ink drop, but two ele- 



ments are used for each pixel row, so that different pix- 
els in one row are provided with ink drops originating 
from two different elements. Frequently, each pixel row 
is so filled that pixels are provided one by one with ink 

5 drops originating from one or other element. In the 
event of failure of one of the two elements, it will be pos- 
sible to provide a pixel row with the ink drops originating 
from the other element, so that not all the information of 
the pixel row needs to be lost. A significant disadvan- 

w tage of this method is that on average 50% of the infor- 
mation in a pixel row is lost in the event of breakdown of 
one of the two image-forming elements. Depending on 
the image that should have been formed, as much as 
1 00% of the information of the associated pixel row may 

75 be lost. 

The object of the invention is to obviate these disadvan- 
tages. To this end, a method has been invented wherein 
by activating an element other than the said broken- 
down element a correction point in the vicinity of the 

20 said at least one pixel is provided with the image -form- 
ing material, the correction point not coinciding with a 
pixel. In other words, information which would be lost 
because of breakdown of an image-forming element, 
without the original print strategy being adapted, is 

25 transferred to a nearby addressable correction point. 
This method has a number of important advantages. 
Firstly, the print strategy does not have to be adapted, 
so that using this method does not cost any productivity. 
In the method according to the invention, a correction 

3 o point is printed in one of the original printing steps and 
not in an extra printing step in which extra step the asso- 
ciated pixel is being provided with image-forming mate- 
rial from another element. In addition, no reserve 
image-forming elements are required. Moreover, there 

35 is no need to provide each pixel with two or more drops 
of image-forming material so that the printing device 
again does not lose any productivity as a result. Finally, 
no information has to be lost if the method according to 
the invention is applied. Although the information is 

40 printed at a location differing from a (originally intended) 
pixel, it is invisible or practically invisible to the human 
eye since it takes place in the vicinity of the associated 
pixel. The image formed on a substrate will therefore be 
substantially identical to the originally intended image. 

45 In a preferred embodiment, the correction point adjoins 
the pixel that cannot be printed by the broken-down 
image-forming element. This means that the correction 
point is selected from the group of printable locations 
which together surround the pixel. In this way the visible 

so consequences of a broken-down ink duct are practically 
nil. 

The invention also relates to a printing device 
adapted to performing the method according to the 
invention. In a preferred embodiment the printing device 
55 is an ink jet printer. 

If the printing device can print a plurality of colours, for 
example cyan, magenta, yellow and black, in order to 
form a total image overall from a number of images 
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each consisting separately of one of said colours, the 
method is applied for each colour image separately. In 
the event, for example, of breakdown of an image-form- 
ing element with which the colour cyan is printed, then 
for a pixel which as a result cannot be provided with a 
quantity of image-forming material in the colour cyan 
originating from the said broken-down image-forming 
element, a correction point will be selected which does 
not coincide with a cyan pixel. This correction point may 
well coincide with a pixel of a different colour. The 
choice for this is determined inter alia by the distribution 
of the colour images over the substrate. For example, in 
certain cases it may be favourable to select a correction 
point which also does not form part of any other colour 
image while in other cases it may be favourable to select 
a correction point that in fact is a part of one of the other 
colour images. 

No general strategy can be given for selection of a suit- 
able correction point, i.e. a correction point such that the 
visible consequences of the breakdown of an image- 
forming element are minimal. In addition to depending 
on the colour composition of the required image as indi- 
cated hereinbefore, the strategy is dependent inter alia 
on the selected print strategy, the geometry of the print 
heads of the printing device, the form of image, the font 
size, the area coverage, the image processing method, 
the type of half-toning and so on. In the examples here- 
inafter, the invention will be explained in detail with ref- 
erence to an ink jet printer adapted to application of the 
method according to the invention, a number of these 
points being discussed in greater detail. 

Fig. 1 is an example of a printing device provided 
with ink ducts. 

Fig. 2 diagrammatically illustrates a printing sys- 
tem. 

Fig. 3 shows a flow chart for a printing device suita- 
ble for using the method according to the invention. 
Fig. 4 is an example of the application of the 
method to a single-pass print strategy, in which a 
one-dimensional image is required to be printed. 
Fig. 5 is an example of the application of the 
method to a single-pass print strategy, in which a 2- 
dimensional image is required to be printed. 
Fig. 6 is an example of the application of the 
method to a multi-pass print strategy for a one- 
dimensional image, in which correction points are 
selected within the same dimension. 
Fig. 7 is an example of the application of the 
method to a multi-pass print strategy for a one- 
dimensional image, in which correction points are 
selected outside this dimension. 
Fig. 8 is a third example of application of the 
method to a multi-pass print strategy for a one- 
dimensiona! image. 

Fig. 9 shows that the selection of the correction 
points is dependent on the geometry of the print 
head and the associated print strategy. 



[0003] Fig. 1 shows a matrix printing device, in this 
particular case an ink jet printer. In this embodiment, the 
printing device comprises a roller 1 for supporting a sub- 
strate 2 and moving it along four print heads 3. The 

5 roller 1 is rotatable about its axis as indicated by arrow 
A. A scanning carriage 4 carries the four print heads 3 
and can be moved in reciprocation in the direction indi- 
cated by the double arrow B, parallel to roller 1. In this 
way the print head 3 can scan the receiving medium 2. 

io The carriage 4 is guided on rods 5 and 6 and is driven 
by suitable means (not shown). 

In the embodiment as illustrated in the drawing, each 
print head 3 comprises eight ink ducts, each with its own 
nozzle 7, which form a row perpendicular to the axis of 

75 roller 1 . Each printhead is provided with a nozzle failure 
detecting device 8, in this case comprising electrical 
means for determining whether or not an individual ink 
duct has broken down. In a practical embodiment of a 
printing device, the number of ink ducts per print head 3 

20 will be many times greater. Each ink duct is provided 
with means for activating the ink duct (not shown) and 
an associated electrical drive circuit (not shown). In this 
way, the ink duct, the said means for actuating the ink 
duct, and the drive circuit form a unit which can be used 

25 for ejecting ink drops in the direction of roller 1 . If the ink 
ducts are activated image-wise, an image forms which 
is built up of ink drops on the substrate 2. 
When a substrate is printed with a printing device of this 
kind, in which ink drops are ejected from ink ducts, the 

3 o substrate or part of said substrate is divided up into a 
number of fixed locations, which locations form a sub- 
stantially regular field of pixel rows and pixel columns. 
Thus an imaginary field forms which is built up from sep- 
arate locations each of which can be provided with one 

35 or more ink drops. In this embodiment, the pixel col- 
umns parallel to the rows of nozzles are substantially 
perpendicular to the pixel rows. The number of locations 
per unit of length in the directions parallel to the pixel 
rows and pixel columns is termed the resolution of the 

40 printed image, indicated, for example, as 400 x 600 
d.p.i. ("dots per inch 0 ). By activating the ink duct image- 
wise when the print heads scans the substrate, a swath 
of pixel rows is provided with individual ink drops. By 
scanning the whole substrate an image built up from 

45 individual ink drops forms on said substrate. 

[0004] Figure 2 diagrammatically illustrates a print- 
ing system 10 according to the invention. The printing 
system comprises an input device 11, for example for 
the supply of image data, a memory 12 for storing data 

so and a print engine 1 3, e.g. an ink jet print head, for print- 
. ing images stored in the memory 12. 
A controller 14 provides for selection of image data from 
the memory 12 and their supply to print engine 13, 
where they are printed on a receiving substrate (net 

55 shown) in accordance with the present print procedure. 
Operating interface 15 is connected to the controller 14 
and preferably includes a number of keys 16 and a dis- 
play unit 17. The controller 14 is further connected to a 
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floppy drive 18. Image data can be input via the input 
device 1 1 or floppy drive 18. Input device 1 1 comprises 
both a scanner (not shown) for reading in paper origi- 
nals and an external data interface (not shown) for 
receiving electronic originals. Standard printing soft- 
ware is written into the memory 12 after production of 
the printer. This software enables the printer to print 
image data according to the standard printing proce- 
dure. The memory 12 also comprises general correc- 
tion software which enables the printer to use the 
method according to the invention. If the user of the 
printer wants to use correction software which is 
adapted to a specific type of images, he is able to write 
the corresponding specific correction software, for 
example present on floppy disc 19 into memory 12 via 
floppy drive 18. Alternatively, specific software is loaded 
from the network through said input device 1 1 . 
[0005] Figure 3 shows a flow chart for a printing 
device suitable for using the method according to the 
invention. In this particular case, the flow chart is 
adapted for the use with an ink jet printer comprising 
one printhead. 

The controller starts a print job in step 301 . In step 302, 
the nozzle failure detecting device determines whether 
or not at least one of the ink ducts of the printhead has 
broken down, through which the at least one corre- 
sponding nozzle fails. If not, the print head scans one 
swath of pixel rows of the substrate in step 303, the print 
head being activated image-wise during this scan, the 
controller using the standard printing software. After 
that, in step 304 it is determined by the controller 
whether or not the complete image has been printed 
during scanning of said swath. If the image is printed 
completely, the controller ends the print job in step 305. 
If the image is not completely printed yet, again step 
302 is undertaken in order to determine if ink ducts have 
broken down. After that, the procedure is followed fur- 
ther in order to print the next swath of pixel rows. 
If originally in step 302, the nozzle failure detecting 
device determines that at least one ink duct is broken 
down, the controller automatically switches over to cor- 
rection software. Preferably, the software which is most 
suited for the specific type of image is automatically 
chosen out of the available correction software in the 
memory of the printer. In step 306, a swath of pixel rows 
is printed, the printer using the method according to the 
invention. After printing of said swath, it is determined in 
step 307 whether or not the complete inmage has been 
printed, If so, the controller ends the print job in step 
305. If the image is not completely printed yet, again 
step 302 is undertaken in order to determine whether or 
not ink ducts are present which are broken down. This 
is necessary since other ink ducts have possibly broken 
down during printing of the swath and ink ducts which 
originally were broken down could be recovered during 
the print step 306. After that, the procedure is followed 
further in order to print the next swath of pixel rows. 
[0006] Fig. 4a shows part of a substrate divided into 



three pixel rows and eleven pixel columns. If a single- 
pass print strategy is selected, i.e. a print strategy in 
which a print head is moved only once over each part of 
the substrate, each pixel row can only be printed by ink 

5 drops originating from one specific ink duct. 

The image for printing in this example consists of the 
pixels indicated by shading in Fig. 4a. In this case, the 
image is one-dimensional and is situated in pixel row 2. 
In addition to the pixel rows, the drawing shows which 

70 ink ducts in the associated printing step are moved over 
the three pixel rows: ink duct h moves over row 1 , ink 
duct i over row 2 and ink duct j over row 3. In the event 
of a breakdown of ink duct i, the pixels cannot be pro- 
vided with ink drops. Unless corrective steps are taken, 

75 the image obtained is as shown in Fig. 4b: all the infor- 
mation has been lost. If this information were trans- 
ferred to the closest addressable correction points in 
pixel row 3 by applying the method according to the 
invention, it could be printed by ink duct j in the same 

20 print step in which duct i would print the pixels in pixel 
row 2, so that the image shown in Fig. 4c would be 
obtained. Although the information is at a slightly differ- 
ent location, no information whatsoever has been lost, 
and this has been done without affecting productivity. Of 

25 course, the information could also have been trans- 
ferred to pixel row 1 , since the locations in that pixel row 
are also addressable. In addition, it is possible to trans- 
fer partly to pixel row 1 and partly to pixel row 3 the infor- 
mation which should have been printed in pixel row 2. 

30 The distribution of the correction points over these two 
pixel rows can be selected at random or alternatively in 
a uniform manner, for example in accordance with a 
specific pattern or in dependence on the image origi- 
nally intended. 

35 [0007] Fig. 5 gives an example of the application of 
the method according to the invention for a 2-dimen- 
sional image. In the same way as in Fig. 1 a, Fig. 5a 
shows the image built up from the associated pixels as 
it should be printed by the respective ink ducts h, i and 

40 j. Fig. 5b shows the resulting image if no corrective 
steps were taken in the event of breakdown of ink duct 
i. In a comparable manner to that indicated hereinbe- 
fore, correction points can be selected for the omitted 
pixels, although there are now fewer addressable pixels 

45 in the adjoining pixel rows. For example, the pixels (2, 3) 
(= 2nd column, 3rd row), (5, 3), (10, 1) and (11, 1) are 
not addressable since they all belong to the image 
requiring to be formed. A choice from the other loca- 
tions might, for example, lead to the selection of correc- 

so tion points in the pixel row opposite the associated non- 
addressable pixels, so that the image shown in Fig. 5c 
results. In this, the information of the pixels (1 , 2), (2, 2), 
(3,2), (5.2), (6.2), (8,2), (10,2) and (11,2) has been 
transferred to the correction points (1,1), (2,1), (3,1), 

55 (5,1), (6,1), (8,1), (10,3) and (11,3) respectively. It is 
also possible to select other correction points or even 
not to correct all the pixels. The image shown in Fig. 5d 
might form in the latter manner. In this drawing we see 
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that the pixels (2,2), (5,2), (1 0,2) and (1 1 ,2) are not cor- 
rected but that the printed image is similar to the 
intended image as shown in Fig. 5a. 
[0008] Fig. 6a shows one pixel row with an image 
for printing built up from five pixels, in which a two-step 
print strategy is applied and the substrate is printed in 
accordance with a "chessboard" pattern. In this strat- 
egy, ink duct i is first moved over the associated pixel 
row, and in this case ink drops can be printed on the odd 
locations in the pixel row. In this print step, ink duct j 
moves over a pixel row (not shown) parallel to the pixel 
row shown in Fig. 6a. After the (illustrated) pixel row has 
been printed, the print head of the printer is so dis- 
placed with respect to the substrate that ink duct j is sit- 
uated above this pixel row. The print head is then moved 
over the pixel row in the opposite direction, and ink 
drops originating from duct j can be printed on the inter- 
mediate even locations. In this way, the image as shown 
in Fig. 6a can be built up in two separate printing steps. 
Fig. 6b shows the image forming in the event of break- 
down of ink duct i. It will be seen that despite the use of 
a multi-step printing strategy there is a loss of 60% of 
the information. If this information were transferred to 
correction points selected from addressable pixels in 
the same pixel row, in this case the even locations 2, 6 
and 8 (of course locations 4 and 10 already belong to 
the image requiring to be formed), this, for example, 
gives the image shown in Fig. 6c. In this, the information 
of the pixels situated at the locations 1 and 7 is trans- 
ferred to the addressable locations 2 and 6. Because 
pixel 3 has not been corrected, there is of course a loss 
of 20% of the information, but that is much less than the 
60% resulting from the use of a two-step print strategy. 
If, in addition, it were possible to select correction points 
in adjoining pixel rows, which for the sake of simplicity 
have not been shown in the drawing, there would of 
course be no need for any loss of information whatever. 
[0009] In comparable manner to Figs. 6a and 6b, 
Figs. 7a and 7b show the result of breakdown of one of 
two ink ducts using a two-step printing strategy. In this 
example, the image for printing consists of a single pixel 
line which is to be imaged on pixel row 1 . In the event of 
breakdown of ink duct i, this results in a loss of 50% of 
the information. Fig. 7c shows one of the possibilities 
whereby the image could be corrected by the applica- 
tion of the method according to the invention: the infor- 
mation which should have been printed on the odd 
locations in pixel row 1 is transferred to the odd pixel 
locations in pixel row 2. These locations can be printed 
if an ink duct of the printer moves over the associated 
pixel row 2. In this way no information is lost. 
[0010] Fig. 8 shows that even a loss of 1 00% of the 
information can occur using the known multi-step print 
strategy. Fig. 8a shows a thinned-out single pixel line of 
the kind that regularly occurs in CAD/CAM drawings. In 
the event of breakdown of ink duct i using a two-step 
print strategy, all the information is lost as will be appar- 
ent from Fig. 8b. Using the method according to the 



invention, in which the information of the uneven loca- 
tions is transferred, for example, to the even locations in 
the same pixel row, no information whatever is lost and 
it is even impossible for the human eye to distinguish 
5 between the intended image as shown in Fig. 8a and 
the printed image by using the method according to the 
invention, as shown in Fig. 8c. 

[0011] Fig. 9 shows that selection of a correction 
point does not depend solely on the number of available 

io addressable correction points in the vicinity of the pixel 
which cannot be provided with image-forming material, 
but also on the geometry of the print head and the print 
strategy selected therewith. For example, the printing 
columns of printers which use "piezo technology" fre- 

15 quently have a resolution which is much lower than the 
required print resolution, e.g. a resolution of 75 n.p.i. 
(nozzles per inch) compared with a resolution of 600 
d.p.i. (dots per inch) for the image for printing. To solve 
this problem, one of the options is to print a strip of the 

20 substrate in eight steps, in which the printing column is 
always shifted 1 /600th of an inch with respect to the 
substrate. There are thus a number of options resulting 
in space-time relationships of varying complexity 
between the locations for printing and the available 

25 image-forming elements. This in turn affects the selec- 
tion of correction points from the available addressable 
locations. In Fig. 9, part of the substrate for printing is 
subdivided into three pixel columns and three pixel 
rows. The space-time relationship of the print strategy is 

30 indicated at the associated points: the drawing shows 
for each location the print step in which the locations 
can be printed: location (1,1) (= 1st column, 1st row) 
can be printed in print step (n-7), location (2,l) can be 
printed in step (n-3) etc. Let us assume that location 

35 (2,2) is a pixel and that the other locations do not form 
part of the image for printing. This means that location 
(2,2) should be provided with an ink drop in step n of the 
printing process. In the event of breakdown of the asso- 
ciated ink duct, then the other locations in principle form 

ao a set of addressable points from which a correction 
point can be selected. In the event of breakdown of the 
associated ink duct in step n-2, the result of this is that 
the locations (1,1), (2,1), (3,2) and (3,3) cannot serve as 
correction points because they could have been printed 

45 respectively in the (n-7)th, (n-3)th, (n-5)th and (n-4)th 
step. When these print steps were performed, of course, 
it was not then known that ink duct i would fail in step n- 
2. This means that using this print strategy only the cor- 
rection points (3,1), (1,2), (1,3) and (2,3) are available 

so for taking over the information of pixel (2,2). 

[0012] The method according to the invention can 
be used not only to form images on 2-dimensional sup- 
port materials, but also in the formation of 3-dimen- 
sional objects using object-forming means which build 

55 up an object dot-wise, as is the case, for example, in the 
fabrication of models using ink jet printers. 
[0013] A condition for the successful application of 
the method according to the invention is that it should 
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be possible to determine which ink ducts have broken 
down in a printer. 

[0014] Various options are known for this purpose. 
For example, a test print can be made in which each ink 
duct is required to print a specific line on a substrate: the s 
broken-down ink ducts can then be recognised by sim- 
ple visual inspection of the associated test print. The ink 
ducts can also be checked as to their operation even 
during printing, optically, electronically, or in some other 
manner. The choice of one of these options does not w 
affect this invention. 

Claims 

1. A method of printing an image, built up from pixels, 15 
on a substrate, comprising moving a print head 
having at least two image-forming elements with 
respect to the substrate and activating said ele- 
ments image-wise, in order to provide the pixels 
with image-forming material, at least one element 20 
having broken down so that at least one pixel is not 
provided with the image-forming material, charac- 
terised in that by activating an element other than 
the said broken-down element a correction point in 
the vicinity of the said at least one pixel is provided 25 
with the image-forming material, the correction 
point not coinciding with a pixel. 

2. A method according to claim 1, characterised in 
that the correction point adjoins said at least one 30 
pixel. 

3. A printing device for printing an image, built up from 
pixels, on a substrate, a print head provided with at 
least two image-forming elements being moved 35 
with respect to the substrate and the elements 
being activated image-wise in order to provide the 
pixels with image-forming material, at least one ele- 
ment having broken down so that at least one pixel 

is not provided with the image-forming material, 40 
characterised in that by activating an element other 
than the said broken-down element a correction 
point in the vicinity of the said at least one pixel is 
provided with the image-forming material, the cor- 
rection point not coinciding with a pixel. 45 

4. A printing device according to claim 3, character- 
ised in that the correction point adjoins the said at 
least one pixel. 

50 

5. A printing device according to claim 3 or 4, charac- 
terised in that the printing device is an ink jet printer. 
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